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the money he had  borrowed  for his expeditic  . He showed his usual pluck at this juncture ; the 3 are no complaints in his letters, and with singul r forbearance he does not even abuse the faithle 3 Genoese merchant.    His expedition was useful    ) others, if not to himself; as he travelled on to Ital , and made a long stay at Milan in order to woi : for the interests of the Viscontis, whose propert , without his efforts, would have been sequestrate I owing to political complications.    It is significai ; that Madame Hanska, who was always suspicioi about Madame Visconti, was not informed of th reason for his long sojourn at Milan, which TV hear of from a letter to his sister.     Balzac ws terribly low-spirited at this time;  his whole lii seemed  to  have been a failure, and he was ap proaching the age of forty, the date at which h had always determined to give up his aspirations to fight no more, and to join the great company of the resigned.    He was tired out, and very home sick.    He admired the Cathedral, the churches, th< pictures; but he was weary of Italy, and longec for France with  its  grey skies and cold winds Behind this  longing, and possibly the origin o: it, was a passionate desire in his disappointmenl and  disgust of life to be again near his " polai star."
It was a comfort when, the affairs of the Viscontis being at last satisfactorily arranged, he was able on June 6th to start on his journey back to France. He travelled by the Mont C6nis, and